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Dear First Grade Family,

During the week of <date> we will be starting a new math unit focused solving addition and subtraction problems within 10. The purpose of this letter is to give you some background information about our new unit.

Focus of the Unit:
During this unit, your child will develop a deep understanding of the meaning of addition and subtraction by solving a variety of story problems. The chart below provides an example of the types of problems will be solve.

	Type of Problem
	Example

	Add To Change Unknown
	Justin had six toy cars. His brother gave him some more. Now Justin has nine toy cars. How many toy cars did his brother give him?
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/kXsYTqNhhotrY7hm9lzdE9xkW43cA7yLrLvwaC5YuXYkaE_u6MaCcmRdpcaghFXUGIzmONojKUxmkwBKh72Gr_lIDTokbLlesnPPdWWqYQwqyJ0bOd8lL8Sc9XW8bhIRdpwqww_7Kefo2ShAGQ]

	Take From Change Unknown
	Ten birds were in a tree. Some of them flew away. Now there are five birds in the tree. How many birds flew away?
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/si6vttzHppN3MKx2MCA1_cWVtaQ4vRkBuBKd8j9k-I5BipGMqh1T2kOIjrOXBxrIGpOhenEUuhr789BDydcgsQFeWNkCIq9Zx3bwHFn8_rpFnjGw9bBsNDlV0EsRkF53qFDWAwkOdFiG5N0jpw]

	Put Together/Take Apart Addend Unknown
	Mackenzie put eight seashells in a bucket. Five are black and the rest are white. How many seashells are white?
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/o7pUzC9U3iTDvsSpYVYChweOaSwOxHz9DbdIYyvx79zhA7cgT4mF-CBVk0kfXIkdsDZ-LSNiKZaRpWYDff6KVbFB-Z4HkVcTRaMJzZdcSPVz4XaxaMv9Ob1frvL8gSOSOCaG-1UWWayX8JzCeg]

	Compare Difference Unknown
	Chris has four muffins. Todd has seven muffins. How many more muffins does Todd have than Chris?
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/XqmDalnRixi5m-6r0jIYjDeuFxWx3YNRA_cxJKbhLlDw434IzcpNNaItOn3GXk5_xE-IhWzMUaSqLvCtThvjbDpohav5c2SCKzxwfwxBtpuYgPnls1DkFRU233arn9B9cxxbx_9cSKV5FvrM0Q]

	
	Chris has four muffins. Todd has seven muffins. How many fewer muffins does Chris have than Todd?
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/32Jf6k5jbJQCWx3xKDVd5MvwpGQhVnyPWiH_S0zdDKjECc_QAi_Y76syVJZVAFK-dQEyMlyXsB3-nQI7roh6igxQwyiNHmJQ2l0i3CazYGYxlMBsypfgygX4wgXD3qpD1tf4cFtkPRrkdT9nOw]





Building off Past Mathematics: 
In kindergarten your child used objects, drawings, and equations to develop an understanding of addition and subtraction within 10. The chart below provides an example of the types of problems your child solved last year along with common ways they may have represented solving the problems. 

	Type of Problem
	Example

	Add To Result Unknown
	Justin had six toy cars. His brother gave him three more. How many toy cars does Justin have now?
[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/co77EUzk9hb8hvlliyn0muvuydErzWHrsyH33FTuyGSn1TQUIWin0hUMK0eP3RL3l89s-m9KUPTpSYSwPTZAMb6U4B6pR8Gdj-iJReYbkRhGSRjbDSinGxzzr8emXKUr4rpaC_mnxWYfXy8k9Q]

	Take From Result Unknown
	Ten birds were in a tree. Five flew away. How many are in the tree now?
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/rT8c_F87vi7em7y_hlOnbvjur_9jbjvV95zlmge9ocDhM24K3l9VVtRG3pJzctZ7Jmr3IThWolgz2hn_vT4osdQmA2KysWI9jsMP-NVrfxndi92h82J8sRH_-SJGGjPkGlbOrX9JJFmoST2gyw]

	Put Together/Take Apart Total Unknown
	Mackenzie put five black seashells and five white seashells in a bucket. How many seashells are in the bucket?
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/ga55lDemcb9744vkZy6LdpCX8bJCv8T0yvOU2emmGavZ1MUxluERIRmvIEXAsftyQKAw7Ocqg85eEnNYSILqN51vYIL9rOaAfE4Kdx8FXt4LB0Fcjo9xEnf2a7aPDqXb2FfxPwnRQ6XMwhrg9A]

	Put Together/Take Apart Both Addends Unknown
	[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/2lfhJoLTBi1ixtwgWIu9jh__XhNOVlrvc1bzQWhUf5czVShbc7MngF-DyqFZJtWak6UO69juIYv255A4k5f3cneknaMZXDK33favAfSKV5_JaY3c2LHcp3bMykBs-jZ0uEn_blxZNBBTCmvw5g]Chris has seven muffins. Some are blueberry and some are chocolate chip. How many of each could he have?






Strategies Students will Learn:
Throughout the unit, your child will use his/her understanding of the actions of addition (putting together/adding to) and subtraction (taking apart/taking from) to choose the operation that makes when solving different types of story problems. Rather than focus on key words to develop this understanding, your child will spend ample time:
· acting out problems with classmates
· using objects or counters to model what is happening in story problems
· retelling stories in his/her own words
· drawing pictures to show what is happening, and
· writing equations that connect to what is happening in story problems.

Your child will also become familiar with the meaning of the equal sign and with showing unknowns in various places in equations using symbols.

Ideas for Home Support:
Skillful problem solvers think about a plan before jumping into a solution and do not give up if they get stuck. Help your child make sense of problems and persevere in solving them by asking the following questions while they are working to extend their thinking:
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/0fCyAdFyGpiSmJ4R_AbY__xT2ViSH_cwkta7l2MvTQiGg-zPA8VbTi1PjkgVKJHKv5HgO2rLB-2r2M0Xq-nXd2JcMVxq-wtQTT0hKsCyCB3qtI2M1YB5pf9HkgC0ZJY-XRhhxW-NkTemnGs6tg]
Reading stories that show addition and subtraction is a great way to enhance learning. As you read aloud with your child, have him/her solve or write problems about the story/characters. 
· Animals on Board by Stuart J. Murphy
· Jack the Builder by Stuart J. Murphy
· Ready, Set, Hop! by Stuart J. Murphy
· Safari Park by Stuart J. Murphy

Thank you for serving as partners in your child’s success as a mathematician! 

<signature> 
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Whatis happening?
What are you going to do first?

How are you going to solve the problem?

What equation connects to what is happening in the
problem?

Does your answer make sense? How do you know?
Is there another way you can solve the problem?
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